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I'tds hard to believe that the second year of SPI
one year |l eft and so much to doé.but with your ¢
and enhancing the | earning experience of your st
I'n this issue, we spotlight everyonedfs favorite

we are also spotlighting a SPIRIT counselor: Todd Ruppert. If you know a SPIRIT teacher or

counselor who has done something interesting related to SPIRIT (or you are one yourself), then please
send us a note so we spotlight them. In the January issue, we plan to introduce a student spotlight.
Initially, wedll begin with the students who cor
nominate your own students who deserve the spotlight :)

This past June, several of the 2008 SPIRIT teachers and SPIRIT staff attended the Alice Symposium.
All who attended presented at least one paper or abstract. This type of activity not only helped show
others outside of SPIRIT what our teachers have accomplished, but it also allowed the attending
teachers to connect with others who have an interest in Alice. If any of you are interested in this type
of activity, let me know of your interest so | can notify you when another opportunity comes up. Keep
in mind that SPIRIT will help support some of your travel expenses if you agree to share the SPIRIT
message in your paper and presentation.

One of our past features, Ask Alice, is included in this issue due to popular request. If there are other
Alice issues that youdve encountered and beli eve
explanation, please submit it to Jessica or Mikel for a future Ask Alice article.

The 2009 teachers have practiced using a new tool shared at the last twedrvice meetings: the
SPIRIT File manager. This tool will allow you to maintain the materials that the public sees under
your name when they visit the samples pages on the SPIRIT website. The SPIRIT Tools article
explains/illustrates how you can view available samples as well as update your own materials. Please
use this tool to ensure that SPIRIT site visitors have access to your latest, ctasted SPIRIT

materials.

From the last inservice, we wanted to share several takevays the SPIRIT team observed from the
teachersd presentati ons. -aWags withnus tb add to futareisstes of theh a r e
SPIRIT newsletter.

We hope that we will receive IRB approval soon for the SPIRIT contest that was introduced in the
first newsletter. Once that happens, we will launch the SPIRIT contest. In the meantime, do
encourage your students to continue to build Alice worlds that they may consider submitting to the
contest.

RIDDLES BY: MELISSA WEDDLE

As always, here are the monthly riddles. Please email me with your responses to the riddles at
mweddle@purdue.edu. Thanks and Enjoy!!

You have a fox, a chicken and sack of grain. You must cross a river with only one at a time. If
you leave the fox with the chicken he will eat it, if you leave the chicken with the grain he will
it. How can you get all three across safely?

What is special about this number sequence? 85491761032 0
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: JANE NAWROCKI 0 ROCKI NG IN HER
RETIREMENT BY: JESSICA BERGER

I have always thought there ar e c eri mikiandpiizd contiguingedum t h
cation and retirement, University of Michigan fans and Ohio State fans, polar fleece and bridal gowns. You get the pic
ture. However, after getting to know Jane Nawrocki, some of these opposites have started to come together.

Jane first heard about Alice from her sister, a professor of Computer Science at the University of Michigan. She had
given Jane a textbook about Alice and she tried out a few of these lessons in her classroom. After her students enjoye
and she saw they learned something at the same time, she searched the web for Alice opportunities for teachers. Thi
how she found out about SPIRIT. She decided she wanted to attend and also encouraged a colleague, Bonita Adams
and a student, Paul Dickerson, to attend as well.

Jane started as a teacher in our 2008 SPIRIT program. She was not sure she should attend as she would be retiring 1
coming March, but the program had room and she wante
including, but not limited to, computer programming. Jane had a wonderful way of communicating difficult material to
her fellow SPRIT teachers, and we know she did the same for her students back home in Toledo, Ohio. Jane was ver
motivated to find new ways of using Alice and was frequently asked to present asewviaes to share new game

ideas and teaching strategies with the other teachers.

The following year, Jane was asked to return to SPIRIT as an instructor. What a great addition to our team! Jane has
al so presented at the Alice Conference at D-tekckingUni ve
ideas using Aliceo and A How Alice Game Templ ates Su
highlighted. Jane was also asked to present at the Ohio School Board Association Conference in November 2009 abc
using Alice for Digital Storytelling.

But who is Jane Nawrocki? Jane is originally from Michigan, so she has an affinity for the blue and gold. However, sh
has lived in Toledo, Ohio for the last twetitye years and has also developed an appreciation for THE Ohio State Uni-
versity Buckeyes. Leave it to Jane to support two of the largest rivals at the same time.

Jane enjoys computer programming because of the logic and challenges but does not play computer games. She wol
rather be raking leaves or shoveling snow than sitting out in the hot sun. She is quite crafty with polar fleece, her favol
ite fabric to sew, as she makes items for her family
terds three kids. She i s ma romeiyead and lbas & seigughtemadd twoarand-b e e
children. Jane has the aforementioned sister and also two older brothers, one who was in the Navy and the other was
journeyman machinist.

I n Janebs fabled free time she enjoys sewing all sor
would be great if she could pull her loves of sewing and polar fleece together for thisriagke she could be the next
Vera Wang! She also enjoys reading historical novels, her favorite Geimg With the Wind

I n Janedbs words, iTeaching Alice as a p-vialigeithee @omputeg | a
Science Department at Springfield High School. The enrollment nearly tripled; the students were excited about prograt
ming; the students experienced much success with Alice; | was excited about teaching programming and seeing the sl
cesses of the students. o

Ok, so Jane has totally blown my ideas of
inspired me that retirement doesndt have t
rocking in a whole other waiyusing her talents to help train the next generation of teachers all o
the country. The only one she has left to convince me to change my mind about is the milk ant
No matter how many times it is served in lunchrooms all over the country, it is still a weird com|
should never be had.
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SPIRIT MAKES ITS MAR K AT THE 2009 ALICE SYMPOSIUM
BY: MIKEL BERGER AND ALKA HARRIGER

In June 2009, several individuals from the SPIRIT 2008 class traveled to Duke University to attend and present at tice 2009 Al
Symposium. The Alice Symposium is for teachers who use Alice in some way and who teach middle school through college stu-
dents. In addition to a keynote presentation, there were 26 presentations organized into two tracks. Several parai@reession
offered during the day:

1. Informal Setting vs Nifty Ideas
2. Pedagogy vs Alice in K2
3. Ilnnovative Uses vs Interdisciplinary Use and How Tobd

Thirty percent or 8 of the 26 presentations were about SRi&#Ted activities. Eleven SPIRIT teachers and/or staff wereviedol
in the writing and/or presentation of those sessions. The remainder of this article provides a summary of thesel@BtRiés-
entations:
1. Bonita Adams, Al ka Harriger, and Sandra Doran develo
presented for the group and shared her experiences with putting together a summer camp that used Alice. She even |
the entire audience to sing the Alice camp song together!

2. Jane Nawrocki and Bonita Adamspor esent ed, #AAn Afternoon at the Movie
worl ds into a single movie that showcased the result
with storytelling and movie making with Alice.

3. Julie Briney presented, ACAUTI ON: Alice in the CIl ass
couraged a number of her students who otherwise had been shy, unsure, or otherwise unwilling to learn to their full
potential.

4. Mi kel Berger presented the paper, fiObstacles teoe Alic
written with Alka Harriger, Andy Dooley and Chad Heck. In the paper, they shared many of the very practical lessons
learned through the first year of SPIRIT about what it takes to actually use Alice in a real classroom.

5. Rose Hopkins presented, Al i ce-AR Byabend RoSeeakplair
Alice and the Python language to introduce students to computer programming. Her innovative approach of going bac
and forth between the two technologies was very well received.

6. Jane Nawrocki and Alka Harrigereor i t e t he paper, AHow Alice Game Temp
presented the paper and shared how creating interactive, reusable worlds can both save the teacher time and also en
the student at a deeper, and more fun, level.

7. Al ka Harriger presented, ACoul d Alice Equalize Stude
servations from the first year of SPIRIT as it relates to what many of you have told us about how Alice has encourage
and enabled your students to achieve, particularly some who previously had been at the bottom of the class.

8. Lester Synder presented the extended abstract he wro
alization Capability to Promote Student Learning in tH2lassrooms Lshewedrhow the visual capabilities of
Alice allow students to see and interact with concepts that previously had been taught only in an abstract, conceptual
manner. To prove this he taught the audience a chemistry lesson using his Alice world of an atom. One of the director
of the Alice project even commented that the original creators of Alice would have never imaged a world like that
could have ever been created with their tool!

If you'd like more information about any of these presentations or worlds you can read more at the Alice Symposium website at
http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/aliceSymposium2@@ontact the presenters/authors directly.

If you've presented about your SPIRIT experiences, let us know so we can highlight you in the newsletter! If you knawuoif oppo
ties where you could present about SPIRIT and Alice in the future, contact Alka to find out what we can do to assist you.


http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/aliceSymposium2009/
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COUNSELOR SPOTLIGHT: TODD RUPPERT SPIRIT 2009
BY: JANE NAWROCKI

If Todd Ruppert, Guidance Director at South Adams High School in Berne, Indiana, had a blog, it might look like this.

Friday.

Wow. | was just thinking how much | enjoy my job here at South Adams High School. It would be perfect if | had more
time to have direct contact time with my students.-DIR if my students realize how passionate | am about helping

them discover healthy and safe options to reach their full potential.

Thursday
b2NX¥IFff& LQY H.% o0dzi L KFER a2YS FTNBS GAYS GKAA Y2NYA
web page. And what did | find? A listing of the 50 Hot Hoosier Jobs. Take a look at the top 3!!!

1. Computer Software Engineers, Applications

2. Network Systems and Data Communications Analysts

3. Computer Systems Analysts
And get a good look at those expected salaries $63¥BE¥000+ for a BS degree. | sure am glad that my superinten-
dent, a PU grad, encouraged me to attend SPIRIT 2009. Because of the IT career training during SPIRIT, | know what
these careers are all about.

Wednesday

| presented in precalculus class today with the career focus we learned at SPIRIT; | showed them my Aligheydeo
thought it was funny, but got the point, todOne of our science teachers has applied for the 2010 summer teacher
SPIRIT progranh hope he gets in!''And, I've been working with a small group of girls (sophomores who are in ad-
vanced math, English, and technology and are thinking about a career in IT, computing, or engiabeynt)o, are
actually thinking about joining SPIRIT 2010.

Monday:
BTW! Guess maybe | should close the door to my office when | sing while | work. 2 many inquiring looks.

Saturday

What a gr8 day! Spent the day with my family & friends at the lake house. It was warm & sunny at the beach. After
boating and swimming, we played nine holes of galiish | could play more frequently. And, oh yes, note to self:
make arrangements to play in the USTA Tennis tournament next month.

I dz{i K2 NITédd gharéd $iy many intgersonal and administrative skills and hishgat personality with all SPIRIT
LI NOHAOALI yia f1ad adzyYSNX® IS Aa GKS dz GAYIFGS LINRPTFSaa

ASK ALICE BY: MIKEL AND JESSICA BERGER

Dear Alice,

Sometimes in my worlds | have an object that | want to remove. So | drag it to the trash can but then you poy
up a nasty looking message box saying you can't delete it. Why are you doing that? I've included a picture b

low of the message box when | tried to a delete a chicken.

-Deleting in Denver
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ASK ALICE BY: MIKEL AND JESSICA BERGER
Dear Deleting, OO Alice - Can't Delete

_ chicken cannot be deleted because other parts of the World contain references to it.
In your example, | can't delete the chicke e You will need to remove these references in order to delete chicken.

object because you are still using it in yo : .
. . . Select each reference below, and either remove the reference manually, or click the
world. In this case you are using it three Remove Reference button to have the reference removed by the system.

different times in "my first method". If | B T -
. . . . e method "world.my first method"elementTile<my first method._Unnamed0__>:property
did delete it | wouldn't know what ObJeCt The method "world.my first method™elementTile<my first method.__Unnamed3__>:property

qu Supposed t.O do the activities that th The method "world.my first method".elementTile<my first melhud._Unnamed4:>:pruperw
chicken was doing. But you do have

several options. So | need to make sure
is something you really want to do. d | | >

If you really want to have that object | Remove Reference | |:|

deleted, you need to remove all referenc
to it. You can do that by clicking the butt | Remove All References |

in the error message. If you do that, | wil

put <None> in the place of the chicken. That

will likely cause many other problems. There are a couple ways to solve those problems.

If you want something else to do the activity the chicken was doing, you can drag a new object from the obje
tree on top of <None>.

If you don't want anything to do that that activity, you can drag that line to the trash can and it will be remove
entirely from your program.

Wishing you success in all your trakdking-out endeavors.

SPIRIT TOOLS (FOR TE ACHERS & COUNSELORS) BY: ALKA HARRIGER

All teachers and counselors who have completed the summer SPIRIT program ca
control the materials that they make available to visitors to the SPIRIT website (h

www.|TPossibilities.org) using the SPIRIT File Manager. This article will illustrate t

Home | Teachers | Counselors | Student]

to view (and update) teachersbé6 mater Proorom Taformatin 'rc
will start with the Sample Counseling Materials option in the Counselors menu. TO  Welcome to SPIRIT! S
the available teachersd material s, g skt i E«.‘ bsi
Lessons from the Teachers menu as shown to the right. ghoice among high school students, espaci Teechers Sample Lessons

e eppns T i.,:::.:;.‘;‘:’:,;“;’:"’"‘
On the Teacherso Sample Lessons page bt J! bel
filter the search results by the teacuc:i us unaimc, S CTT
year (of attending SPIRIT), or subject taught. To view all teachers thai T e e e e
mat C h t h e searoc h cr | t er | a , C I | C SPIRIT - Teachers' Sample Lessons . (o] Vv
sample materials, dondt filter Ry LSt T oAl ok oF cebchers are pov Svatante. o e acs oe s searen oatta ook up w1

work by school name, state, city ,year and subject in which SPIRIT program was offered.

the search results appear, you may select to order the results Dy tEaCl ;i as resners om 20 schoots who comsiete e IR proaram, hsve ssmse wark svsisbi,
name, school name, or Subject taught To view the Samples for a S|PE(  fring the summer program, an infomal ortact tha rated the teathers' projacts was conducted. The table

shown below illustrates how you can visually recognize the first, second, and third place winners.

teacher, click the Seorchretumed 45 resls. o

. . Click on the hyperlink in details column to view the sample work developed by the Teachers ’m
samples link in —
the last column Search
(See ri ht) 2009 | Tom Bower other ot Available Search for sample work by School: Other Search Options:

g . Beverly Martin Choase schoal fram dropdaven list or type school name in textbox. Use the search options belaw to help refine your search
2999 | 1annings county Middle Schocl Other Not Available o Search by Name: T ciws -
Elizabeth McCormack State:
. hool Name:

To begln the 2092 | M5 pike Township Pike High School |CT'er  |[Not Available Enter School Name -

Order By: Select - Subject -
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SECOND IN -SERVICE TA KE AWAYS BY: JANE NAWROCKI & ALKA HARRIGER

With nearly half the school year over, teachers at the secesafce from the 2009 class had many interesting things te.shais
article describes some individual take aways as well as general observations shared by multiple teachers that mayasom you id
ways you could integrate Alice into your class. The individual take aways list the teacher names and schools, in cas® you wan
contact them for more information.

TakeAways by select individual teachers:

1 Susan Zuber, Science teacher at DeKalb High School: Used the if/then statement in Alice to clarify the hypothesis developme

for students preparing for Science Fair.

1 Harry Faulkner, Physical Science teacher at Evansville Day School: Used Alice in his 8th grade science class to demonstrate

Rube Goldberg machines. His hidden agenda was to use Alice to spark interest for his high school programming class.
1 Jen Brunty, Spanish teacher at Western Boor& Btigh School: Used Alice as a "carrot" to get 100% homework completion.

Students had to complete homework before using Alice. Developed workaround with the lack of accent marks in Alice: Studen

printed Alice screens and handrrected the text by manually adding the accent marks.
1 Travis East, Technology teacher at Indian Creek High School: Has been working with the Alice developers and some of the
amusement park rides created by his students might be added to the web gallery of Alice.

1 Nikki Craig, Technology teacher at Anthis Career Center/Fort Wayne Community Schools: Gives starter worlds to students so
they dondt spend so much time on fl uff. By wusing tAh-e st

other project asked students to create Alice worlds of exhibits they saw.

1 Urban Reyes, Technology teacher at Crenshaw High School in Los Angeles, CA: We know that kids learn so much during pla

so if Alice worlds can take on an entertaining feel, kids may learn more.

General observations by multiple teachers:

T When a student represents a topic in Alice, the student
clear.

9 Alice can act as a springboard to leardiriggives students a feeling of confidence.

T As a result of Alice skills, a very quiet student can

1 The Alice world created by a student provided the teacher with an opening to chat with this student who could veryneasily bee

overlooked.
1  When students work with Alice, they tend to stay on task the whole time.

SPIRIT TOOLS (FOR TE ACHERS & COUNSELORYS) CONTINUED FROM P5

process of updating your own materials on the SPIRIT website, first complete the preceding steps to view what mategiateare i

under your name. (The screen shot below shows the materials that Jane Nawrocki has available.) Because teachers submit three

lessons, the display will be organized by each of the three lessons and show the filename, file type, date creatkdpand a lin
download or open the file.
This sample work was developed by Jane Nawrocki, Springfield High School
If you want to add a file to a lesson or remove a file fro
lesson, you will need to access the File Manager by gc Lescon

to http://lwww.ITPossibilities.org/FileManager.aspx and
; ; } No.|  FileName | File ile Size ile Create Date
entering your assigned username (first initial and last | tilc Lvpe_f_bile Sizc_j_ile Lreate Date_joawnlond/Oc

X 1 |Sequem:ing lesson plan.doc \Dccument |U.U=t MB |12/8,"2009 |

name) and password (the_d@n number you use on all [ 2 [sequencngrubricdaocx Document  |[0.0z2mMB |[11/12/2000 [
P - 3 SequencingScrambled.a2w Alice world 4.27 MB 11/16/2009
SPIRIT assessments) You were sent thls InfOl’matlon 4 SequencingSolution.a2w Alice World 4.28 MB 11/16/2009
email in Fall 2009, but if you no |onger have it, you car 5 [SequencingStartScene.azw [Alice World _|[3.58 MB__|[11/12/2002

contact Alka for the information. After logging in, you w
—

Lesson2

[SNo.|  FileName | FileType | FileSize|] File Create Date |Download/Open

Counselor and Teacher File Manager 1 |[identifier lesson plan.doc [Document |[o.0a MB [11/12/2000 [
Please login to the File Manager Using your UserID and the 10 Digit Unique ID You can Add New Files, Replace 2 \Idemt\ﬂerNamesiiTeIImg.aZW |A\ice Wworld |16'7 MB |11f16f2009 |
or Delete the Existing Files from your Folder. 3 |[identifier_Basketball_STelling.a2w [alice world |[3.52 M8 [11/12/2009 [
4 [Identifier_Quiz.doc [Document  [[0.03Me  [11/12/2009 [
5 |[Identifier_Warksheet.doc [Document [[0.03mMe  [11/12/2009 [

Username: JNawrocki

Enter 10 digit ID:  esssssssss |
Lesson3

[SNo.|  FileName | | File Size | File Create Date |Download/Open

| tite, o Cotec oF TCHNOGY [ 1 |WhackAMoleSolution.a2w [Alice World ][0.7 MB 11/12/2008
:@E PURDUE = [ 2 [WhackaMole_lesson_plan.doc [Document  [o.0amMe [11/12/2009 [
e ?@4 CoLLEORr seiENeE [ 3 |[WhackAMole_Rubric.doc [Document  [0.05MB [11/12/2009 [
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SPIRIT TOOLS (FOR TE ACHERS & COUNSELORYS) CONTINUED FROM P6

see a screen similar to what other site visitors see, but your view will have a few important additions:
1. You can upload a YouTube video link (for one of your
|l essons or (with permiss

¢ “JNawrocki” on itpossibilities.org?

Spirit - Teacher File Manager

classroom implementation video). Manage vour Files. You can Uslsad = new File or Delete/Replace Existing Files.
2. You can add file links for specific lessons. T e s e S e oy i Sl e, 2o ot e
H H ' files with the latest MS Office format( like docx , xlsx, pptx etc.) please save them as MS Office 2003 file and try
3. You can remove a file link from a specific lesson. Uploading again. If you want to upload any other types of files, please send an email with the details and we will

include it in the recognized file formats list.

4. (Toreplace afile in alesson, you will need to use two
steps: remove the file and then upload the newer file.)

It is important to note that the current File Manager cannot,  veuruse viaeo
handle large file uploads. If you encounter problems when | — fetawibe

trying tO upload ﬁles tO your |eSSOﬂS (SUCh as Alice WOFdS 1 To upload a new link , copy the link in the text box below and dick Upload.
have integrated sound and pictures), the best alternative is

Upload | (Upload the link to YouTube Video)

the following: Lessont -
1. Login to your account on SharePoint using your (LBrowse. ] Uplosd | (Uplead Fies to Lescon)
SharePoint username (same as FileManager for most, — F= SES—_—_TTETTEN_——. WS FTET ITETETTS T e
few have a 1 or 2 suffix) and password (Sp plus your et s s wotd [ 35 e [ 22008
assigned 14ligit ID). e e e
2. Once logged in, use the essignments link to then log ir
the online assignment submission system. (Your tesson2
essignments login should be the same as the one you [Browss. ] [pload ] ioad Fies to esson)
for File Manager.) _EEE_W__
3. Upload your file to the appropriate assignment on T dantior oo ety 33w [Aice Warld [5.52 W [11/15/2058
essignments. S lidontiier wertshestdor bocoment 1505 18 111272005

4. Email Alka to let her know the filename and assignmer
name on essignments which has the file that she hast ==
manually copy to the SPIRIT website for you. Be sure

| Browse_ || Upload | (Upload Files to Lesson3)

f : S.No.
state which lesson on the SPIRIT website should have T [WhackaMolesolution.o2w _|alice worla [0/ M5 [13/12/2008 | bownlond /Open |
2 [whackamole_lesson_plan.doc Document [0.04 MB [11/12/2009
Iesson - 3 WhackAMole_Rubric.doc Document 0.05 MB 11/12/2009

5. Alka will reply via email once the file have been copied.
6. Access the teacher samples on the SPIRIT website to view how the available files will appear to the SPIRIT websitd visitor an
verify that the filenames & creation dates reflect the new files.

Each teacher lesson should include at least two files:

1. A Word document that matches the lesson plan template shared during the summer program. This identifies the subject for yc
lesson and how it should/could be used in the classroom.

2. An Alice world that accompanies the Word document. This world would more likely be the one that you created during the

summer and class tested during the school year . However,
l ong as you remove references to the student (toshpldot ect
be okay. I't would also be a good idea to get the student
permi ssion, you can also consider | eaving the studentbds

Additional files that you may wish to include are grading
rubrics, accompanying slide shows, and related content.

If you are a counselor, File Manager will show you the career
counseling materials you submitted during the summer as well
as a possible YouTube video. Like the teachers, you have full
control over the materials that you share with SPIRIT visitors as
well as any YouTube video.

We encourage everyone to upload updated materials that you

revise based on student feedback from class testing. As always,
if you have questions or encounter problems, please send us the
details and we will help resolve the issues as quickly as possible.



